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provided to the customer by MARAD.
The information provided will be used
to ascertain the customer’s level of
satisfaction. Responses to the ‘‘Program
Performance Survey’’ are needed to
obtain customers’’ views on MARAD’s
major programs and activities with
which the customers were involved
during the preceding year. Responses to
the new ‘‘Conference/Exhibit Survey’’
are needed to obtain feedback from
conference attendees on the quality and
success of a particular MARAD
sponsored conference or event. The
information provided will be used by
MARAD’s senior management and
MARAD’s program managers to monitor
the overall level of customer satisfaction
and to identify areas for improvement.

Annual Estimated Burden Hours: 256
Hours:

ADDRESSES: Send comments to the
Office of Information and Regulatory
Affairs, Office of Management and
Budget, 725–17th Street, NW,
Washington, DC 20503, Attention
MARAD Desk Officer.

Comments: Comments should refer to
the docket number that appears at the
top of this document. Written comments
may be submitted to the Docket Clerk,
U.S. DOT Dockets, Room PL–401, 400
Seventh Street, SW, Washington, D.C.
20590. Comments may also be
submitted by electronic means via the
Internet at http://dmses.dot.gov/submit.
Specifically, address whether this
information collection is necessary for
proper performance of the function of
the agency and will have practical
utility, and clarity of the information to
be collected. All comments received
will be available for examination at the
above address between 10 a.m. and 5
p.m., Monday through Friday, except
Federal Holidays. An electronic version
of this document is available on the
World Wide Web at http://dms.dot.gov.

By Order of the Maritime Administrator.

Dated: August 1, 2000.

Murray A. Bloom,
Acting Secretary, Maritime Administration.
[FR Doc. 00–19810 Filed 8–3–00; 8:45 am]
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Receipt of Petition for Decision That
Nonconforming 2000–2001 BMW Z8
Passenger Cars Are Eligible for
Importation

AGENCY: National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration, DOT.
ACTION: Notice of receipt of petition for
decision that nonconforming 2000–2001
BMW Z8 passenger cars are eligible for
importation.

SUMMARY: This document announces
receipt by the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA) of a
petition for a decision that 2000–2001
BMW Z8 passenger cars that were not
originally manufactured to comply with
all applicable Federal motor vehicle
safety standards are eligible for
importation into the United States
because (1) they are substantially
similar to vehicles that were originally
manufactured for importation into and
sale in the United States and that were
certified by their manufacturer as
complying with the safety standards,
and (2) they are capable of being readily
altered to conform to the standards.
DATES: The closing date for comments
on the petition is September 5, 2000.
ADDRESSES: Comments should refer to
the docket number and notice number,
and be submitted to: Docket
Management, Room PL–401, 400
Seventh St., SW, Washington, DC
20590. [Docket hours are from 9 am to
5 pm].
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
George Entwistle, Office of Vehicle
Safety Compliance, NHTSA (202–366–
5306).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Under 49 U.S.C. § 30141(a)(1)(A), a
motor vehicle that was not originally
manufactured to conform to all
applicable Federal motor vehicle safety
standards shall be refused admission
into the United States unless NHTSA
has decided that the motor vehicle is
substantially similar to a motor vehicle
originally manufactured for importation
into and sale in the United States,
certified under 49 U.S.C. § 30115, and of
the same model year as the model of the
motor vehicle to be compared, and is
capable of being readily altered to
conform to all applicable Federal motor
vehicle safety standards.

Petitions for eligibility decisions may
be submitted by either manufacturers or
importers who have registered with
NHTSA pursuant to 49 CFR Part 592. As
specified in 49 CFR 593.7, NHTSA
publishes notice in the Federal Register
of each petition that it receives, and
affords interested persons an
opportunity to comment on the petition.
At the close of the comment period,
NHTSA decides, on the basis of the
petition and any comments that it has
received, whether the vehicle is eligible
for importation. The agency then
publishes this decision in the Federal
Register.

J.K. Technologies LLC of Baltimore,
Maryland (‘‘J.K.’’) (Registered Importer
90–006) has petitioned NHTSA to
decide whether nonconforming 2000–
2001 BMW Z8 passenger cars are
eligible for importation into the United
States. The vehicles which J.K. believes
are substantially similar are 2000–2001
BMW Z8 passenger cars that were
manufactured for importation into, and
sale in, the United States and certified
by their manufacturer, Bayerische
Motoren Werke, A.G., as conforming to
all applicable Federal motor vehicle
safety standards.

The petitioner claims that it carefully
compared non-U.S. certified 2000–2001
BMW Z8 passenger cars to their U.S.-
certified counterparts, and found the
vehicles to be substantially similar with
respect to compliance with most Federal
motor vehicle safety standards.

J.K. submitted information with its
petition intended to demonstrate that
non-U.S. certified 2000–2001 BMW Z8
passenger cars, as originally
manufactured, conform to many Federal
motor vehicle safety standards in the
same manner as their U.S. certified
counterparts, or are capable of being
readily altered to conform to those
standards.

Specifically, the petitioner claims that
non-U.S. certified 2000–2001 BMW Z8
passenger cars are identical to their U.S.
certified counterparts with respect to
compliance with Standard Nos. 102
Transmission Shift Lever Sequence * * *.,
103 Defrosting and Defogging Systems,
104 Windshield Wiping and Washing
Systems, 105 Hydraulic Brake Systems,
106 Brake Hoses, 109 New Pneumatic
Tires, 113 Hood Latch Systems, 114
Theft Protection, 116 Brake Fluid, 124
Accelerator Control Systems, 202 Head
Restraints, 204 Steering Control
Rearward Displacement, 205 Glazing
Materials, 206 Door Locks and Door
Retention Components, 207 Seating
Systems, 209 Seat Belt Assemblies, 210
Seat Belt Assembly Anchorages, 212
Windshield Retention, 216 Roof Crush
Resistance, 219 Windshield Zone
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1 In order to qualify for a change in operators
exemption, an applicant must give notice to
shippers on the line. See 49 CFR 1150.32(b). To
ensure that any shippers are informed of the change
of operators on the line, N&WRR is directed to
provide notice of the change to all shippers on the
line and to certify to the Board that it has done so.

Intrusion, 301 Fuel System Integrity,
and 302 Flammability of Interior
Materials.

Additionally, the petitioner states that
non-U.S. certified 2000–2001 BMW Z8
passenger car models comply with the
Bumper Standard found in 49 CFR Part
581.

Petitioner also contends that the
vehicles are capable of being readily
altered to meet the following standards,
in the manner indicated:

Standard No. 101 Controls and
Displays: (a) Substitution of a lens
marked ‘‘Brake’’ for a lens with a
noncomplying symbol on the brake
failure indicator lamp; (b) replacement
of the speedometer with one calibrated
in miles per hour.

Standard No. 108 Lamps, Reflective
Devices and Associated Equipment: (a)
Installation of U.S.-model headlamps
and front sidemarker lamps; (b)
installation of U.S.-model taillamp
assemblies which incorporate rear
sidemarker lights; (c) installation of a
U.S.-model high mounted stop lamp.

Standard No. 110 Tire Selection and
Rims: Installation of a tire information
placard.

Standard No. 111 Rearview Mirror:
Replacement of the passenger side
rearview mirror with a U.S.-model
component.

Standard No. 118 Power Window
Systems: Installation of a relay in the
power window system so that the
window transport is inoperative when
the ignition is switched off.

Standard No. 201 Occupant
Protection in Interior Impact:
Replacement of components subject to
standard with U.S. model components
on vehicles that are not already so
equipped.

The agency has been advised by BMW
that the U.S. and European versions of
the Z8 are the same with respect to their
interior trim and sheet metal structure.
BMW stated, however, that testing to
certify the 2000 model year Z8 to the
upper interior requirements of Standard
201 has not been completed as of July
12, 2000, even though the company had
informed the agency in a previous
submission that the vehicle met those
requirements. As a consequence, the
2000 model year Z8 is not currently
certified to the upper interior impact
requirements of the standard.

Standard No. 208 Occupant Crash
Protection: (a) Installation of a safety
belt warning buzzer, wired to the
driver’s seat belt latch; (b) replacement
of the driver’s and passenger’s side air
bags, control units, sensors, seat belts
and knee bolsters with U.S.-model
components on vehicles that are not
already so equipped. The petitioner

states that the vehicles are equipped at
the front and rear outboard seating
positions with combination lap and
shoulder belts that are self tensioning
and capable of being released by means
of a single red push-button.

Standard No. 214 Side Impact
Protection: Installation of U.S.-model
doorbars in vehicles that are not already
so equipped.

The petitioner also states that a
vehicle identification plate must be
affixed to the vehicle near the left
windshield post and a reference and
certification label must be affixed in the
area of the left front door post to meet
the requirements of 49 CFR Part 565.

Interested persons are invited to
submit comments on the petition
described above. Comments should refer
to the docket number and be submitted
to: Docket Management, Room PL–401,
400 Seventh St., SW, Washington, DC
20590. [Docket hours are from 9 am to
5 pm]. It is requested but not required
that 10 copies be submitted.

All comments received before the
close of business on the closing date
indicated above will be considered, and
will be available for examination in the
docket at the above address both before
and after that date. To the extent
possible, comments filed after the
closing date will also be considered.
Notice of final action on the petition
will be published in the Federal
Register pursuant to the authority
indicated below.

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 30141(a)(1)(A) and
(b)(1); 49 CFR 593.8; delegations of authority
at 49 CFR 1.50 and 501.8.

Issued on: July 31, 2000.
Marilynne Jacobs,
Director, Office of Vehicle Safety,
Compliance.
[FR Doc. 00–19741 Filed 8–3–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–59–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Surface Transportation Board

[STB Finance Docket No. 33907]

Nashville & Western Railroad Corp.—
Operation Exemption—Cheatham
County Rail Authority

Nashville & Western Railroad Corp.
(N&WRR), a noncarrier, has filed a
verified notice of exemption under 49
CFR 1150.31 to operate a line of railroad
owned by the Cheatham County Rail
Authority (Rail Authority). The line
extends from Tennessee Central
milepost 205.76, at Nashville, TN, to
Tennessee Central milepost 185, at
Ashland City, TN, a total distance of

approximately 28.0 miles. N&WRR
states that it will soon enter into
agreements with the Central of
Tennessee Railway & Navigation
Company, Inc. (CoTRy) and the Rail
Authority wherein N&WRR will succeed
to the lease rights and obligations of the
CoTRy under its lease and operating
agreement with the Rail Authority. This
change in operators is exempt under 49
CFR 1150.31(a)(3).1

According to the verified notice of
exemption, the parties intended to
finalize the transaction by August 1,
2000. This transaction is related to STB
Finance Docket 33910, William J.
Drunsic—Continuance in Control
Exemption—Nashville & Western
Railroad Corp., wherein William J.
Drunsic has filed a verified notice of
exemption to continue in control of the
N&WRR upon N&WRR’s becoming a
Class III carrier. While the change in
operators exemption in STB Finance
Docket No. 33907 will be effective on
July 31, 2000 (7 days after the
exemption was filed), the exemption in
STB Finance Docket No. 33910 will not
become effective until August 2, 2000 (7
days after the July 26, 2000 filing date
of the notice for that exemption).
Therefore, the change in operators
transaction may not lawfully be
consummated until August 2, 2000, at
the earliest. Counsel for N&WRR has
been contacted by telephone and has
acknowledged that the transaction may
not be consummated until August 2,
2000.

If the verified notice contains false or
misleading information, the exemption
is void ab initio. Petitions to reopen the
proceeding to revoke the exemption
under 49 U.S.C. 10502(d) may be filed
at any time. The filing of a petition to
revoke will not automatically stay the
transaction.

An original and 10 copies of all
pleadings, referring to STB Finance
Docket No. 33907, must be filed with
the Surface Transportation Board, Office
of the Secretary, Case Control Unit, 1925
K Street, NW, Washington, DC 20423–
0001. In addition, a copy of each
pleading must be served on John F.
McHugh, McHugh & Barnes, P.C., 20
Exchange Place, New York, NY 10005.

Board decisions and notices are
available on our website at
‘‘WWW.STB.DOT.GOV.’’

Decided: July 28, 2000.
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